
  

The Australian and Queensland Governments have signed off on 4 pest related NHT projects 

worth a total of $980,000 for the 2005-2006 financial year.  $580,000 has been allocated to the 

Weeds and Feral Animals Sub-program (run by CYWAFAP), $250,000 to build a wash down 

facility on CYP, $50,000 to fit animal exclusion devices to waste facilities and $150,000 for  

Indigenous communities to monitor the success of the turtle conservation /feral pig culling project 

(being funded by NRM&W). 

 Marine Turtle Conservation Program 
During July and August 2006 the Cape York Weeds and Feral Animal Program (CYWAFAP) was 

involved in the Cape York Marine Turtle Conservation Project. The programs aim was to reduce 

the numbers of feral pigs that were preying on turtle nests during the peak nesting season. Recent 

research has shown that pigs are responsible for most of the damage that is done to the nests and 

pose a serious threat to the sustainability of the marine turtle species into the future. 

 

Armed with this knowledge, CYWAFAP in conjunction with the Department of Natural Re-

sources, Mines & Water and the communities of Aurukun, Napranum, Mapoon and Injinoo under-

took an aerial shooting campaign along the west coast of Cape York Peninsula. The total area of 

the shoot was 5200 sq km and took in approximately 270 km of coastline extending inland for 

about 16 km. The shoot was extremely successful with over 7500 feral pigs destroyed during the 

program. 

 

CYWAFAP staff will return to the shooting areas in October to again undertake another aerial 

shooting program. This will coincide with the Flat Back turtle nesting season and will enable the 

eggs to come to maturity without the unwanted attentions of feral pigs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CYWAFAP Officer Jamie  

Molyneaux inspects a turtle nest 

destroyed by feral pigs 
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CYWAFAP Contact Details:  

PO Box 3 

Cooktown QLD 4895 

Phone: 07 4069 5020 

Fax:     07 4069 6997 

Email: cywafap@bigpond.com.au 

Web: www.cyppests.com.au 
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If you do then: 

CYWAFAP would like to 

hear from you! 
 

Gamba Grass is a perennial spe-

cies introduced from Africa as a 

pasture grass.  The mature plant 

grows up to four metres tall in a 

large tussock formation.  The 

leaves are 30-60 cm long, up to 3 

cm, have a distinctive white mid-

rib and covered with soft hairs. 

 

While Gamba grass is a useful 

pasture species it is highly inva-

sive and when it is not managed 

or escapes into the environment it 

can cause major problems.  

Gamba grass creates very high 

fuel loads, up to seven times that 

of native grasses which results in 

intense fires that can destroy plant 

communities and infrastructure.  

Fires fuelled by Gamba grass are 

generally later in the season re-

sulting in very hot fires. 

 

The concern about the detrimental 

impacts of Gamba grass has 

prompted the State Government to 

investigating declaring it as a 

weed.  Obviously this will cause 

hardship for those cattle producers 

who use it as a feed.  One of the 

best ways to oppose a declaration is 

to show proactive management of 

the detrimental impacts by ensuring 

it is not allowed to escape from pas-

ture areas and controlling the spread 

of the grass outside pasture areas. 

 

CYWAFAP is currently controlling 

outbreaks along roadsides around 

Lakeland and Cooktown and is hop-

ing to secure funding to control out-

breaks elsewhere in the Cape.  But 

we need your help.  If you have it 

on your property and would like 

advice and/or assistance in control-

ling it please contact us.  If you are 

using it as a pasture species and 

would like advice on the best ways 

to prevent it escaping (or would like 

assistance controlling it in areas 

where it has already escaped and 

you do not have cattle grazing on it) 

then please contact us.  Unless we 

act now there could be grave impli-

cations for everyone:  the environ-

ment could be modified forever, the 

fires on Cape York could become 

even more life threatening; or the 

government could step in and ban 

anyone from having it. 

 

Help us to help you!  Call or email 

Russell Graham today on 4069 5020 

or  

rgraham.cywafap@bigpond.com.au 

 

 

 

Insert picture of GG here 

Have you got Gamba grass on or near your land? 

Incentive Scheme Update 
 

Funding of $20,000 has been allocated to the Landholder Incentive Scheme for 2005-06. At the last CYPPMAG meeting the 

committee approved reimbursement for pest control methods other than herbicide and ammunition.  To cater for the change an 

Incentives Procedures has been developed detailing all the requirements to access.  The scheme enables landholders to claim 

reimbursement of up to $1000 for weed control and $500 for feral animal control.  To be eligible landholders need to have a 

current property pest management plan and a pest assessment conducted by an officer from CYWAFAP.  For more information 

or an application form contact CYWAFAP on 4069 5020 or visit www.cyppest.com  

1080 Baiting Program 
 

Cook Shire in conjunction with Cape York Weeds and Feral Animals Program (CYWAFAP) will be undertaking the annual 1080 

baiting program for pigs and dingoôs / wild dogs during the month of November. Interested landholders are encouraged to contact 

the CYWAFAP office in Cooktown (40695020) as early as possible to ensure a place in the program. 

mailto:rgraham.cywafap@bigpond.com.au

