CYP Marine Turtle
Conservation

Pond Apple
(Annona glabra)

Feasibility study
for Cape York
wash down facility

Projects for
CYWAFAP

Notification of
CYPPMAG
meeting

1080 baiting
Program

Welcome to new

staff members and

farewell to others

" #$%&'$ ()!
*& 'S+ +)!

Cape York Peninsula Marine Turtle Conservation Program 2007

CYWAFAP staff members Jamie Molyneaux and Trent Cini have recentbhédi
their part in the first stage of the 2007 Marine Turtle Conservation Program. The
program’s role is to protect and monitor marine turtle nests from the threat of
predation by feral pigs.

The program covers approximately 500 km of coastline along the west side of C.
York Peninsula and includes Pormpuraaw, Aurukun, Napranum and Injinoo
council lands. Within each of these lands the vegetation types vary dramatically
ranging from open marine plans and wetlands to tall timber and vine forests.

CYWAFAP Project Officer Trent Cini with one of 18Q(igs removed during the program

The main focus of the control program has concentrated on the coast line howey
wetlands located behind the sand ridges have provided a second outcome with
locals already noticing the increased number of bird and aquatic life found withi
these fragile ecosystems.

Over the course of the marine turtle conservation program, CYWAFAP have
removed close to 14,000 feral pigs from along the west coast of Cape York and
further follow up work is scheduled to take place in October.

This project was made possible through the Department of Natural Resources al
Water and Natural Heritage Trust



POND APPLE (Annona glabrg

Pond apple (also known as Cherimoya) is a native of
tropical North, Central and South America and West
Africa where it occurs in fresh and brackish
swamplands. Pond apple was introduced into Australia
in 1912 as grafting stock for commercially grown
custard apple.
In Australia Pond apple is invading a wide range of
habitats such as:-

The banks of creeks and rivers including farm
drainage systems,

Wetlands such as sedge lands and Melaleuca and
Pandanus swamps,

Mangrove communities and High tide litter zones
on beaches.

Pond apple is now spreading aggressively in Pond apple is a class 2 declared plant undéne
waterways and wetlands of tropical North Queenslanghds Protection (Pest and Stock Route

between Ingham and islands in the Torres Strait. Management) Act 2002By law all landholders
The fruit floats and can stand prolonged immersiondiust try to keep their land free of this pest.

fresh and salt water. This gives the species tremendous

capacity for dispersal, particularly during floods, it i€ YWAFAP are currently undertaking control

also being carried north by predominant currents alpfisrams for the management of this plant throughout
the North Queensland coast and into the Torres Sti@igSeast coast of Cape York and into the Torres Strait.
thus threatening river systems in the Gulf of

Carpentaria and wetland areas of the top end of  CYWAFAP officers would like to hear from anyone

Mature Pond apple fruit

Northern Australia. who has seen this plant, think they may have this plant
o on their land and would like some assistance in
Description: controlling this highly invasive pest.

Pond apple is a semi deciduous tree reaching 12aémtact CYWAFAP officers on Ph 07 40695020 /

15 meters in height. Young Pond apple plants ofter6030 or Email:cywafap@bigpond.com
have stems with swollen bases. Matured plants may

develop gnarled slightly buttressed roots.

Leaves are about 7 to 12 cm in length and have a
prominent midrib. Leaves are pale whitish green on
the underside and there is a distinctive small fold
where the leaf blade joins the leaf stalk.

Flowers are rarely noticed but are fairly attractive.
Generally 2 to 3 cm in diameter they are pale yellow
to cream, the inner base of the flower is bright red in
colour.

Fruits are spherical, about 5 to 15 cm in diameter
and green in colour. Fruit have the appearance of a
smooth skinned custard apple and similar in shape to a
mango.

Seeds resemble pumpkin seeds about 1 cm in length. pense stand of Pond apple in the Cooktown area
The inner flesh of the fruit turns orange as it matures.



Projects for CYWAFAP

Feasibility study for Cape York wash down

- Cook Shire Council Pest Management
facility

Marine Turtle Conservation

Land & Sea Initiative NPA Gamba Grass

Land & Sea Initiative Pormpuraaw Parkinsonia
Defeating the Weed Menace Pond apple control in
Torres Shire

NHT - Delivery of Weed and Feral Animal
Management Services.

Defeating the Weed Menace Pond apple

Defeating the Weed Menace Hymenachne
Peninsula Development Road weed control work for

Cook Shire Council has gained funding through
NHT to conduct a feasibility study for a Cape
York wash down facility which will assist in the
prevention of weed seed spread by accidental
carriage on vehicles and machinery.

We are still in the early stages of the study and
have met with Mt Surprise wash down facility
project officer Mr Alan Smith (Etheridge Shire
Council) who gave a very informative and Department of Main Roads

concise report on their facility and was extremely Mapping and survey for Department of Main Roads
helpful with consideration of design, placement of  \1T - \Wash Down Bay Feasibility Study
facility and many other requirements that need to

be taken into account. An assessment of potential
sites has been conducted, with a preferred site
being submitted to The Department of Main
Roads to receive for permission for use of the
section of road reserve.

Notification of CYPPMAG
Meeting

We are currently in the process of organising the next
Cape York Peninsula Pest Management Advisory group
meeting.
General Meeting: Wednesday 7th November and
Pest Forum: Thursday 8th November 2007.
The meeting will be held at Weipa town authority office,
Weipa
For details and registration please contact
CYWAFAP on 07 4069 5020

1080 Baiting Program

Cook Shire in conjunction with Cape York Weeds and
Wash down facility at Mt Surprise Feral Animals Program (CYWAFAP) will be undertaking
the annual 1080 baiting program for pigs and dingos /
wild dogs during the months of October and November
The crew of CYWAFAP unfortunately will soon 2007. Interested landholders are encouraged to contact
be fare welling Aletta Nugent, Manager, Planninf'€¢ CYWAFAP office in Cooktown (40695020) as early
as possible to ensure a place in the program.

Farewell to:

and Environment. We would like to take this
opportunity to thank her for her support and guid-
ance and wish her well in her future endeavour's.

Welcome to new members:

The staff of CYWAFAP would like to welcome on
board the following personnel, Kama Miller,
Administration, Michael Behrendt, Trevor Owen and
Greg TowngNot pictured) Weed Pest Management

Labourers. It's great to have them join our motley _
crew. Michael Behrendt Kama Miller
and Trevor Owen
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