Caring for Our Country supports the control of Weeds
and Ferals

The Cape York Weeds and Feral Animals Program (CYAR) has been successful in

securing funding through the new Caring for our @oyprogram. Caring for our Country
brings together the following natural resource ng@maent programs, the Natural Heritage Tryst,
the National Landcare Program, the Environmentatdship Program and the Working on
Country Indigenous Land and Environmental Prograéine total funding secured by CYWAFqP

is $639,100.00 with $319,550.00 of this beingw=ted by the State Government for the July| to
December period and the remaining $319,550.00 histigered by the Australian Governme
from the January to June period.

—

CYWAFAP has been running for almost ten years noavtaas continuously achieved strategjc
regional outcomes. It has also been the first aihgl group funded specifically for the
management of weeds and feral animals within Caqr& ¥nd undertakes a variety of activitigs
within this area from pest management planningt@und control work on all tenures of
land. This new round of funding will allow us torgmue to deliver regional weed and feral
animal management outcomes which includes the tiveeScheme that is geared to assist
landholders with their ongoing pest control work.

(turtles) pig control on the west coast, on-groaadtrol work of Palmer River Bellyache bus
newly declared Gamba grass as well as respondiagyt new infestations within the Cape. |
you would like to know more about CYWAFAP or whaiwyare able to do to help with pest

problems on the Cape please contact our officed068 5020

Another full year is ahead continuing with weed &@l animal mapping, , threatened spec:]s

Wild River Ranger Coordination

The team at CYWAFAP have strengthened their pashigmwith the Wild River Rangers
Program by taking on a project that involves thetmeng of several ranger groups within Cdpe
York. The team was approached by the Wild Rivergeas Program to provide this service uftil
June next year. Senior Feral Animal Management&fflamie Molyneaux will be undertakipg
this project and is looking forward to building the healthy working relationship the group has
with the Wild River Rangers Program. Jamie willldtie providing some of his usual rdle
throughout the year and will return mid 2009.

Gamba Grass now declared see Weed Buster Week Surveying of Rubber Vine Cook Shire Agricultural
more page 3 Show Day




Weed ID Deck

CYWAFAP has secured funding from Cape York Penm&wsndcare Program and Natural Resources and \éatire
reproduction and print of the Cape York Peninsuked/Identification Decks. The team have been wgrkard in or-
der to have the pocket-sized, ring bounded booKaruhe public by mid November. For more infornoatiplease con-
tact the friendly staff at Cape York Weeds and F&rémals Program on (07)4069 5020 or enmadlil@cywafap.org.au

Notification of CYPPMAG Meeting

We are currently in the process of organising e Cape
York Peninsula Pest Management Advisory group mgeti

General Meeting: Wednesday 5th November and
Pest Forum: Thursday 6th November 2008.

The meeting will be held at New Mapoon MeetinglHal

Northern Peninsula Area.
For details and registration please contact
CYWAFAP on (07)4069 5020.

Pictured above CYPPMAG Pest Forum attendees Ap€iB2

Feral Animals update

Staff at Cape York Weeds and Feral Animals Prognaue
been busy undertaking a wide range of tasks itioeléo
feral animals. These task’s include the annuahhsurvey,
marine turtle conservation program, feral animaitoul
within areas of high conservation values and ouali080
baiting program. Future work will include workingtivthe
Wild River Rangers Program at Mapoon and LockhareR
as well as our ongoing projects.

1080 Baiting Program

Cook Shire in conjunction with Cape York Weeds &edal
Animals Program (CYWAFAP) will be undertaking the
annual 1080 baiting program for pigs and dingo’slwiogs

during the months of November and December 20G8r-In

ested landholders are encouraged to contact the AFAR
office in Cooktown on (07)4069 5020 to ensure a@lm
the program.

Projects currently been untaken by CYWAFAP

Caring For Our Country-Weed and Feral Animal
Management Services

Natural Heritage Trust-Weed and Feral Animal
Management Services

Wild River Ranger mentoring

Land & Sea Initiative-Parkinsonia control within
Aurukun

Defeating the Weed Menace-Pond apple control in
Torres and Cook Shires

Defeating the Weed Menace-Hymenachne control
in Cook Shire

Defeating the Weed Menace-Lantana control in
Northern Peninsula Area

Blue Print for the Bush-Pond apple and Rubber
vine Surveys

Incentive Scheme Update

Funding for the Landholder Incentive Scheme for
approved pest control methods is now availables Thi
funding is to provide landholders a helping hamd
pest control throughout the Cape. The scheme enable
landholders to access up to $1000 for weed control
and $500 for feral animal control. To be eligibbnd-
holders need to have a current pest management plan
and a pest assessment conducted by an officer from
CYWAFAP. For more information or an application
form contact CYWAFAP on (07)4069 5020 or visit
www.cywafap.org.au

Welcome ; The staff at CYWAFAP would like to wel-

come on board the following personnel, Patrick Hunt

Conrad Michael and Brendan Seagren, (Pictured from
left to right below)




Gamba grass Declared

In April of this year Gamba grass was Declared a Glss 2 Weed in Queensland;amba grassAhdropogon gayaniiss a
perennial species used primarily as a pasture gasss northern Australia. It was introduced iBILfrom Africa. After research
trials, it was widely planted in pastoral areashef Top EndAlreadybeing a huge environmental problem in the Northezrmitory;
Gamba grass is well suited to North Queensland.

Description:
When fully grown, Gambé&rass is very distinctive , having many identifyiiegtures. These include:

The plant can grow up to four metres tall, with bigmps up to 70cm wide, when fully grown.

Its leaves are 30 to 60cm long and up to 3cm wWideat makes this different from other pasture sgeisi@ distinctive white midrib
with soft furry hairs.

Germinating from seed, it generally flowers aroddil, The seed has a fluffy appearance, containing thuissof seeds with a V
shaped head.

It produces an extremely thick mass of vegetafldnis makes it an extreme fire danger as it drig¢saod dies. The fuel load
produced is up to 8 times higher than other natpecies.

In Australia, Gamba grass is mainly confined te tihp end. Most of these areas have between 4080@mm of rainfall. In
Queensland, Gamba grass is scattered. Most kné@masie on Cape York Peninsula. Gamba grass waslilted as a pasture
species in beef production,

It spreads quickly across various land types, outgeting native vegetation.

It significantly changes water and soil nutrientle

Bushfires occur more frequently and are more irgehee to high fuel loads

It can transform woodlands into savannas

It can impact heavily on native plant and animgbydations which rely on the health of these ece@syst

This species has the ability to actively invade distlurb native woodlands. Livestock will eat thature leaf and seed, spread can
occur through getting caught in the hooves andshiddivestock. Human movement can also spreadékd, as it can get caught in
vehicles, machinery and clothing. The seedingadifiz and can build up a large seed bank in thik Bmder favourable conditions
the seed may germinate at any time.

Gamba grass is a class 2 declared plant underathe Protection (Pest and Stock Route Managemen2@02. By law all land-
holders must try to keep their land free of thistp&he sale of a declared species is illegal aondld be reported to the Department
of Primary Industries and Fisheries, or your Lddalvernment Authority.

The public is becoming more aware of Gamba graggaally with its vigorous growth and alarming gratial as an extreme fire
hazard. CYWAFAP is currently undertaking contrabgrams for this plant throughout the Cape York.

CYWAFAP officers would like to hear from anyone wtiinks they may have it on their land and woule ladvice on how to
control or manage this pest , officers can be atetbon Ph 07 40695020 or Email: mail@cywafap.eorg.a

HEALTHY GAMBA GRASS GAMBA GRASS CONTROL GAMBA GRASS FIRE
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