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Weeds & Ferals News 
Message from the ManagerMessage from the ManagerMessage from the Manager   
 
This year the group has been successful in 

securing funding for one of the two projects 

which was submitted in the previous round of 

funding, this totalled  $550,000.00 to continue 

to provide regional outcomes. This contract is 

well underway with some substantial head way 

made on Rubber Vine and Pond Apple. The 

group has actively been supporting the com-

munity through events such as the Cooktown 

Hog Hunt which resulted in a total of 108 pigs 

destroyed for the weekend, it has been great to 

see the community get in and contribute to-

wards Natural Resource Management out-

comes. Preparations have commenced to con-

tinue the work we have been doing on Gamba 

Grass within the NPA over the coming wet 

season. Meetings have been held with the soon 

to be ranger group for the area and it is hoped 

that we can hand this work back to the rangers 

allowing them to continue the control program 

into the future. 

 

The current year has seen some great achieve-

ments from the group and it is hoped that in 

the coming year will be able to continue 

achieving regional outcomes for the Cape. 

   
FFFeral animal news eral animal news eral animal news    
 

It has been a busy year for the feral animalôs 

team at CYWAFAP with many projects com-

pleted successfully. Here is a brief snapshot of 

a few projects that we were involved with dur-

ing the year. 

 

Staaten River Catchment Feral Animal  

Control. 

Over three days we removed 3700 feral pigs 

from the Staaten River Catchment in conjunc-

tion with the Normanton Wild River Rangers. 

Areas within the catchment with high conser-

vation values were selected and control tech-

niques applied. 

 

 

 

Cape York Aerial Survey 

This yearôs survey was the seventh time we 

have surveyed Cape York for feral pigs and 

horses. The results from these surveys are 

showing a dramatic reduction in feral animal 

numbers in areas where we are working. A 

scientific paper with all results is being pro-

duced by a Zoologists from the Department of 

Environment and Resource Management for 

release next year.  

 

Rutland Plains Feral Animal Control 

In June this year over a three day period, 2100 

feral pigs were removed from the marine 

plains area on Rutland. The changes that have 

taken place to the eco-system since the feral 

pig problem was tackled here are amazing.  

Populations of magpie geese and other birdlife  

are now returning to nest here every wet sea-

son proving that young raised here has in-

creased tenfold. Nest predation from feral pigs 

was a major factor in these birds not returning 

to the area to breed but now thankfully these 

water birds can nest with minimal disturbance. 

 

West Coast Marine Turtle Conservation 

Program 

This program is now in its fourth year and 

feral pigs along the west coast of Cape York 

are really feeling the pressure from consistent 

control programs. Pig numbers have been re-

duced greatly in most areas along the coast and 

the recent shooting/baiting program was very 

successful. A survey north from Mapoon to 

Crystal Creek after the baiting revealed very 

minor pig activity along the beaches with no 

nest predation recorded. 

 

Future work planned for the feral animals team 

include the annual wet season control program 

carried out in central Cape York, more turtle 

conservation work along the west coast and a 

control program based around the upper 

Wenlock River region. 
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New biological control agent for LANTANA released on Cape YorkNew biological control agent for LANTANA released on Cape YorkNew biological control agent for LANTANA released on Cape York   
 

Ophiomyia camarae (Lantana leaf mining fly)  
 

Since being approved for release in Australia in 2007, Ophiomyia camarae is now being reared at the Tropical Weeds 

Research Center (TWRC) in Charters Towers for release in North Queensland.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ophiomyia camarae are very small insects, the adults feed on nectar and the females lay many individual eggs on the 

underside of leaves. The larvae then feed within the mesophyll (internal structure) of the leaf, and form  

herringbone- shaped óminesô. (See photo) 

 

 

 

               

 

 

This causes affected Lantana plants to prematurely defoliate thus reducing the flowering and seeding ability of the plant, 

it also stunts the plant thus slowing down the spread across the countryside. Ophiomyia camarae favours sheltered sites 

with high humidity levels; development from egg to adult takes 25-36 days. Adults can survive for up to three weeks and 

populations can increase rapidly under the right conditions. In conjunction with the TWRC, two monitoring sites within 

Cook shire have been set up to monitor the temperature and humidity over a 12 month period to determine the optimum 

release times for the insects. 

 

Four releases have taken place in and around Cooktown area in 2008/09 and of these one site at the Cooktown airport are 

showing promising signs of breeding and spread of the Ophiomyia camarae insects. Further releases are planned for the 

upcoming wet season, and more suitable sites for future releases are being looked into.  

 

Ophiomyia camarae is not a standalone control measure; it should be used together with chemical and/or mechanical 

control techniques as part of an integrated control program for Lantana. 

 

For further information CYWAFAP pest management officers can be contacted on Ph 07 40695020  or  Email: 

mail@cywafap.org.au 

CYWAFAP  staff 

receiving  a batch of 

Ophiomyia flies and 

larvae from TWRC 

for release. 

 [3mm] 

Cook Shire pest management Cook Shire pest management Cook Shire pest management    

 
With Cook Shires contribution to pest management it will allow the group to undertake further roadside spraying and 

continue the 1080 baiting service for landholders within the Cook Shire. Throughout July crews managed to control a 

further 8 hectares of Bellyache Bush within the Palmer. It is hoped that further control of this pest will continue into 

2010 ensuring previous works are not lost.  
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P A G E  3  

Weed and Feral Incentive Scheme Weed and Feral Incentive Scheme Weed and Feral Incentive Scheme    

 
With vast disappointment CYWAFAP would like to advise landholders 

that the Incentive program for landholders to combat weeds and feral ani-

mals on their property has come to an end.   

 

We would like to thank all landholders involved for increasing on-ground 

control of weed and pest animals within Cape York Peninsula and hope 

that someday the program can be made available again.  

 

In saying this, effective weed management can only be achieved through a 

planned approach. Any landholders wishing to stop land degradation by 

pest plant and animal invasions, staff at CYWAFAP are still offering to 

provide technical support and limited property planning assistance. 

Building capacity through regional strategic weed and feral Building capacity through regional strategic weed and feral Building capacity through regional strategic weed and feral    

animal control animal control animal control    

   
4 months into the project crews have established  relationships with land-

holders and other key stakeholders so collaborative work on the control of 

weeds and pest animals across the Cape can be undertaken. So far Pond 

Apple, Rubber Vine, Hymenachne, Feral Pig control and various commu-

nity engagement events have occurred with plans to focus on Lantana, Hy-

menachne and landscape changing invasive weeds such as Gamba Grass 

and Lions Tail in the coming months.  

Wild River Rangers (WRR) mentoring program Wild River Rangers (WRR) mentoring program Wild River Rangers (WRR) mentoring program    
   

Funding has been secured to provide mentoring and training service for the 

WRR program this financial year. Staff are working with rangers from the 

far northern point in Cape York, south west to Doomadgee. Accredited and 

non accredited  services will be provided in activities such as ACDC, 

Chainsaw, Boat safety, Feral Animal Control, data collection and storage .  

Pond Apple and Rubber Vine survey and control Pond Apple and Rubber Vine survey and control Pond Apple and Rubber Vine survey and control    

   
With this project ready to wind up in December crews have made headway 

on both Pond Apple along the east coast targeting North Shore and Temple 

Bay and Rubber Vine within the Lukin River. The extensive data obtained 

through the surveys  will be used to ensure further funding can be secured for 

on-ground control works.  

West coast feral animal control West coast feral animal control West coast feral animal control    

   
During September CYWAFAP received $60,000 though Cape York Sus-

tainable Futures (CYSF) to continue feral pig aerial culls at identified sea 

turtle nestling beaches on Western Cape York Peninsula. Stage 1 of the 

project covered aerial culling between Port Musgrave and Injinoo and 

Stage 2 comprises aerial culls between Mapoon and Pormpuraaw. During 

September Stage 1 was completed with 420 feral pigs removed. In mid 

November a comprehensive cull took  place partially completing Stage 2/ 

of the project with a further 200 feral pigs removed.  

Rangers from Napranum receiving training 

Rubber vine control within the Lukin River 

Participants receiving prizes from the Cook-

town Hog Hunt  

Pond apple infestation treated on the east coast 


