+ Y g g = —

CYPPMAG Meeting

The next meeting of the Cape York Peninsula Pestlglement Advisory Group (CYPPMAG) will be held in
Cairns on the

1%'and 29 of April. CYPPMAG members from around Cape York Penla will gather and discuss a wide ragge
of pest management issues including updates tGdlpe York Peninsula Pest Management Plan.

For further information or registration pleasatwt the Cape York Weeds and Feral Animals Prognam
(07)4069 5020

Program Update

The Cape York Weeds and Feral Animals Program (CYWRFare well underway for 2009 with on-ground
works on track. Survey and control of Rubber vind Rond apple within Cape York is into its seconaryéhel
surveys took place mid last year which gave theg better understanding of the size and locatidhe
infestations. This allowed the group to createkwmans to target some of the infestations witkratsgic
approach.

Through the Caring for Our Country funding prograumtier control and awareness of newly declared Gdmb
grass within the Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) @lwnderway. The group has been undertaking wattiny]
this region of the Cape for some time now and beligith continued assistance Gamba Grass in the dépAg
reduced to a manageable level.

The group are also continuing the control of rodelsieeds throughout the cape, the control of Hyctems]
within the Cook Shire, control of Bellyache Bush a thalmer and assisting landholders and communifitbs
their pest management needs.

For any further information about pest managematiinvCape York contact the CYWAFAP office on
Ph 07 40695020, emaitail@cywafap.org.aor visit www.cywafap.org.au

Cape York Peninsula Washdown Facility

Cook Shire Council has received funding through NBlThstall a Washdown facility to minimize the spteat
weeds into Cape York Peninsula. Last year CYWAFARdcated a feasibility study to determine the plagetf
and construction. The chosen site for this facikit situated on the road reserve along the Muiligighway
located at Lakeland Downs adjacent to The LakeRantk and Recreational Reserve.

The wash down bay will be of sufficient size to @menodate vehicles with individual axle loadingsl@ftonneg
and a minimum width of 4.0 metres so that longériales can utilise the facility. The bay will besigned fo
water efficiency and will allow for changes to badm, if legislation requires. Tenders closed orfthe
February 2009.

For further inquires please contact lan McCrae Mana
Planning and Environment Services, Cook Shire Cibonc(07)4069 5444,
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Feral Animal News — Wet Season 2009

By the time landholders read this newsletter theuahwet season feral animal program north of Ge#lrbe finished. This
program targets a range of feral animals includiigg, dingoes/feral dogs, feral horses and in sceses at the landholders
request feral cattle. This annual program has sesre excellent results in most areas with landhmsldeticing a real difference
in animal numbers from when we first started out.

We have a number of new areas to undertake comtndd on this year including the Steve Irwin WildliReserve located on
Bertihaugh Station and Piccaninny Station which megently acquired by the Australian Wildlife Consency. It is great to see
conservation focused groups like these actuallyettalling a large scale control program in conjurctvith CYWAFAP. It is
disappointing to note however that Cape York’'sdastdandholder still is unable to contribute andipgate in these control
programs.

Wild River Rangers Program

Another project that CYWAFAP will be involved int& this year in conjunction with the Wild River iRgers Program is a large
feral pig control program to be held in the Stad®arer Catchment area. The project objectives are:

The reduction of impacts in the Staaten Catchmeasafrom feral pigs using best practice techniques

To raise awareness and education of communityeraran feral pig impacts and control for futunedananagememtanning.
To involve a wide range of stakeholders includimgditional Owners, Landholders and Local & State&oment Agencies.
To demonstrate to Stakeholders what can be achiesied integrated pest management techniques tmtéeral pig populations.
To promote a positive image of the Wild River Ransgerogram to the wider community through varioledia outlets.

The control program will be conducted using aestadoting to knock down the initial high numberdduled by 1080 baiting.
This program should make a huge difference tortigacts that feral pigs have in this region.

The annual 1080 program targeting dingoes/feraaogl feral pigs was conducted at the end of heahson 2008.
Unfortunately some landholders did not get to utader any baiting or only a limited amount using ofactured baits. It proved
difficult to coordinate due to myself being secothdie the Wild Rivers program which has left ourgmam a little short staffed on
the animals’ side of things but it is envisaged #rother staff member can undertake 1080 traiwitly The Department of
Natural Resources to help with the program latisrytbar. Landholders are encouraged to put theiresadown early for inclusion
in the program.

Jamie Molyneaux- Senior Pest Management OfficergalFAnimals

Incentive Scheme Update

Funding for the Landholder Incentive Scheme forraped pest control
methods is now available. This funding is to previdndholders with a
helping hand in pest control through-out the C3je scheme enables
landholders to access up to $1000 for weed coatrdI$500 for feral
animal control.

To be eligible landholders you need to have a otipest management
plan and a pest assessment conducted by an dfficetCYWAFAP.
For more information or an application form cont@tWAFAP on

(07) 4069 5020 or visitvww.cywafap.org.au
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Steve Irwin Wildlife Reserve

Staff changes within Cape York Weeds and Feral Animls Program

The Cape York Weeds and Feral Animals group harnewkelled Leonie Dowding early in the New Year. h&phas been with
CYWAFAP for 4 years but is now taking up a positieith the Cook Shire Council’'s Land Tenure, we when all the best.

The staff would like to welcome Deborah Retton-Hameom has been employed with CYWAFAP to take onrtte of
Administration Support. In an interim position Kadéler will be taking on the role of Assistant et Officer.

CYWAFAP would like to also congratulate Trent Cwlhom has been promoted to Project Manager eatlyeifNew Year. Trent
has been a great asset to CYWAFAP and Natural Resddanagement in Cape York Peninsula over thectagple of years and
we are in no doubt he will continue to help mak@&xork a healthier more sustainable environment.



Singapore Daisy —The Silent Invader

Large areas of Cook Shire have been overtaken byr§japore Daisy, the most evident patches are found the
wettest parts of our shire.

History:

Singapore Daisy is native from Mexico to Argentiitayas introduced into Australia as an ornameplaht but was heavily pro-
moted by nurseries in the mid 1970s. It is now v@mmon along the coast of Queensland due toirigkeliberately planted as a
roadside and railway embankment stabilizer. Infemta are also found in coastal areas of Northemmitbry and New South Wales;
it is also spreading rapidly in tropical and sulpical areas of these states. Singapore Daisylisuited to North Queensland as it
forms dense infestations along the edges of tindaraist where the soil has been disturbed. Subsdguewill out compete and
smother seedlings, ferns, bushes and will alscaspiresand for survival.

Description:

Slngapore Daisy has many identifying features, thesinclude:
Leaves are lush glossy green, 3- 11 cm long andrs-@ide. Leaf is dark green above and paler b&littv simple white hairs.
The leaves are 3 lobed and grow in pairs up tha.ste
Being a perennial herb it can grow up to 70cm higth stems developing 2m or more long.
It is distinguished by spreading stems that rootoates.
It germinates flowers and seed all year round, éissare located above the leaves on short stalks.
The flowers are daisy-like, bright yellow to orangmlow, up to 3.5 cm wide with a yellow disc centr

Slngapore Daisy has a detrimental effect on our emenment:
It spreads quickly across various land types, ouaipeting native vegetation.
The plant is a vigorous ground cover forming akhizat.
It will completely dominate the native ground cogeecies.
It significantly changes water and soil nutrientleg.
It can impact heavily on native plant and animgbydations which rely on the health of these ecasyst
It is very difficult to control as it can be sprelagl cuttings. Slashing and pruning causes thet pdeestablish a root system
through the cut off section.

This species can invade and completely dominateimaand other disturbed areas like earthworksjstrenches, fence lines,
creek banks, dumps and roadsides.

Singapore daisy is dispersed by seed and localBasiing stems. Seed dispersion can occur by theelsand hides of livestock.
Human movement can also spread the seed, asgetaaught in vehicles, machinery and clothing.

Singapore Daisy is a class 3 declared plant urmdrand Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management2@02.The Act
prohibits the supply or sale of Class 3 Plantsraag require their removal from environmentally $iigant areas.

The public is becoming more aware of Singaporeydaispecially as it can replace the lawn in youdya

It you would like information on how to control, mage or eradicated this pest please contact ogeathd talk to our friendly Pest
Management Officers.

Our Pest Management Officers can be contacted on @69 5020 or emailmail@cywafap.org.au
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