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The Wet season is now coming to an end and the staff at CYWAFAP 
will be heading out and about to tackle our four high priority weeds for 
the coming financial year. The targeted weeds will be Olive  
Hymenachne, Rubber vine, Pond apple, and Gamba Grass. The group 
will also target some other declared weeds throughout the year but our 
main focus will be on these weeds.  
 
During the past wet season we have been extremely busy assisting the 
Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) rangers to undertake control of Gamba 
Grass, Lantana and Lions tail within the NPA. Over 150 Hectares of 
Gamba Grass was controlled in the area, this has been an outstanding 
effort by the rangers and CYWAFAP staff. We have also had the  
opportunity to deliver accredited training to the Mapoon Rangers, 
Pormpuraaw Rangers and the Chuulangun Rangers on Controlling 
Weeds, Preparing and Applying Chemicals, and to Safely Transport, 
Handle and Store Chemicals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Western Cape feral animal cull has been completed with over 
4000 feral pigs removed during a 16 day control program; bringing the 
programs total to in excess of 28’000. The removal of these animals 
will assist in minimising the impacts on the endangered nesting sea 
turtles and diverse wetlands located in this area.  
 
Congratulations to the ten elected board members  of the newly formed 
Cape York Natural Resource Management (NRM) Board. We wish 
you all the best and look forward to working with you  in the near  
future.  
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank Jamie Molyneaux for his years of 
service and wish him all the best with his 
future endeavours; he has been a  
fundamental component of CYWAFAP 
and will be sadly missed on both a working 
and personal level.  

 
 

Amanda Hogbin (trainer) and  
rangers  after successful weed 

management training at Batavia 
Downs  
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Since the initial opening of the wash down facility situated at Lakeland Downs more than 2500 vehicles have 
utilized the facility. Cook Shire Mayor Peter Scott and Member for Cook Jason O’Brien jointly officiated at 
the official opening which took place on the 17th March 2010. 
 
Funding for the feasibility study and construction of the project was provided by the Commonwealth  
Governments Natural Heritage Trust and the venture was supervised by Cook Shire Council staff in  
conjunction with the adjacent toilet and truck stop bay development in Lakeland.      
 
The wash down facility has been strategically placed to target traffic travelling to Cape York Peninsula,  
however southbound traffic are also taking advantage of the facility.  It has been specially designed with extra 
width to accommodate large vehicles including low loaders capable of carrying D9 bulldozers or heavier  
machinery.    
 
Cape York Peninsula has a total land area of approximately 
207,000 square kilometers and is made up of a diverse pattern 
of ecosystems. Vast areas of the Cape are classified as high  
conservation value, with the majority of the area considered to 
be reasonably weed free. The Heavy Duty Deluge unit that  
incorporates sediment collection tanks is an effective facility 
that encompasses the needs of the Cape York Peninsula  
Community. 
 
The wash down facility has the ability to provide heavy duty  
underbody and wheel wash to clean mud, soil and weed seeds 
from vehicles. Although the facility may remove mud it is  
designed to spray large volumes of water so seeds are loosened  
and removed, rather than using water pressure which can push  
seeds further into the underbody of the vehicle. 

 
 
The wash water in the system is re-circulated for further 
use allowing a high percentage of the water to be re-used.  
Water in the settlement tanks is treated with a flocculent to 
settle any debris, which is evacuated via a pump at regular 
intervals and disposed of at the Lakeland Transfer Station 
site where it is covered with plastic to prevent weed seed 
germination.  
  
The facility is free, automatic and very user friendly, so 
next time you pass through Lakeland give it a go and help 
the Cape York Community prevent weed seed spread.  

Official opening with Cook Shire Mayor Peter 
Scott and Member for Cook Jason O’Brien  along 

with Cook Shire Councilors  



�~�l�l�k�z�G�u�l�~�z�a�G�~�l�l�k�z�G�u�l�~�z�a�G�~�l�l�k�z�G�u�l�~�z�a�G�~�l�l�k�z�G�u�l�~�z�a�G�G�G�G�G

�G�G�G�G
The past wet season saw CYWAFAP weeds crews in full swing with their Cook Shire roadside spraying  
program commencing in January and continuing into April. Weeds targeted included Sicklepod and Gamba 
Grass in the Coen, Cooktown, Lakeland, Helenvale and Ayton areas. During the season crews also assisted 
Wujal Wujal Aboriginal Shire Council with their Sicklepod control program which has shown some great  
results.   
 
Work in the Northern Peninsula Area continued this year with our weeds crew and AQIS  Far North  
Community Liaison Officer Eric Cottis providing training and on-ground assistance to the newly formed 
Northern Peninsula Area Regional Council Ranger group. Training consisted of weed spraying techniques, 
taking weed samples and pressing them for identification, mapping of weed infestations and the development 
of a weed control program. On ground control work saw  Gamba grass, Pond apple, Lantana, Lions tail,  
Hymenachne and Sicklepod  being  treated by the Rangers and CYWAFAP staff. 
  
Some outside funding was received from the Department of Main  
Roads for the control of  Rubbervine, Sicklepod and Gamba grass  
along road corridors under their control in Cook Shire. The work was  
completed this wet season and an application was submitted to  
continue the work into next wet season.  
 
Staff are still monitoring the Ophiomyia camarae (Lantana leaf  
mining fly)  that were  released in and around Cooktown area in  
2008/09.  One site at the Cooktown airport was showing promising  
signs of breeding and spread but since high humidity levels mining  
signs have declined in that particular area.  In some instances new  
mines have been found in the region up to 30kms from the original 
release sites.  
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During June staff finished the 2009-2010 Western Cape York shooting program, the program put all it’s efforts 
to reduce turtle nest predation from feral pigs, reduce impacts on the surrounding wetland areas from feral pigs 
and increase awareness and education of community ranges on feral pigs impacts and control for future land 
management planning. The program is funded and supported by Cape York Sustainable Futures and the  
Department of Environment and Resource Management.  

 
In the rural areas, Cook Shire Council offers rural property owners the 
opportunity to participate in a 1080 baiting program to control wild dogs 
and feral pigs on rural lands in the region.  Last financial year 33  
properties in Cook Shire participated in the program. If you would like to 
participate in this year’s program please contact our office so that all  
efforts can be made to make the run a coordinated approach so best results 
can be achieved for the entire region. 

Mob of pigs sighted and  
removed at Pormpuraaw 

AQISFNTH Community Liaison  
Officer Eric Cottis delivers training in 

weed identification.  
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