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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 

The Cape York Peninsula Pest Management Plan (CYPPMP) establishes a Cape-wide 

planning framework for integrated pest management by Government, Community, Industry 

and Individuals.  The plan and action plans have been developed with community 

consultation to help achieve a coordinated and effective approach to pest management 

throughout Cape York Peninsula (CYP).  The direction for pest management over the next 

five years on CYP will focus on the implementation of Local Government, Community and 

property pest management plans with the involvement, knowledge and support of the general 

community and Government agencies.  Community ownership and involvement is paramount 

to the success of implementing the plan and the on-ground control of pest plants and animals 

in the region. 

 

As requested by the community through the Cape York Peninsula Pest Advisory Committee a 

bottom up approach has been utilised to develop this plan.  This entailed the development of 

pest management plans for all the local government/Council areas prior to the development of 

this plan.  The relationships between the various pest management plans currently being 

implemented on CYP is shown in the diagram below. 

 

Figure 1. Various levels of pest planning on Cape York Peninsula 
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 1.     INTRODUCTION 

 

Weeds and feral animals rate highly as ecological threats to Cape York Peninsulaôs (CYP) 

natural resource values (CYRAG, 1997, DE, 1998) and as such have attracted a large amount 

of funding under the Natural Heritage Trust.  A Cape York Peninsula Pest Management 

Strategy 2004-2010 (CYPPMS) was developed by the community of CYP to establish a 

region-wide planning framework for the management of weeds and vertebrate pest animals 

across CYP.  The Strategy was developed in response to a request by the Minister for 

Environment and Heritage, The Honourable Dr David Kemp MP, for ñthe development of a 

robust and inclusive Cape-wide strategy for weeds and feral animals that can guide future 

investmentò in particular Natural Heritage Trust (NHT) funding.   

 

The requirement for a specific strategy on weeds and feral animals eventuated due to the lack 

of a regional natural resource management plan and a Cape-wide Pest Management Plan 

(PMP).  The delay in producing the Cape York Peninsula Pest Management Plan (CYPPMP) 

was due to the communityôs desire for a bottom up approach which they felt would produce a 

better long-term outcome.  This required pest management plans to be completed for all the 

Local Government and Indigenous Communities (Deed of Grant in Trust lands ï DOGITs) 

before a Cape-wide PMP was developed.  By 2006 all the priority pests and pest management 

objectives had been identified through the local government pest management planning 

process and this information was used to develop this plan.   

 

Once the CYPPMP is endorsed by the Minister for Primary Industries and Fisheries for 

implementation it will be the overarching operational level document for pest management on 

CYP, detailing pest species priorities and identifying priority areas for control, surveying and 

monitoring.  

 

Cape York Peninsula is one of Australiaôs key conservation areas. Its dunefields and deltaic 

fan deposits are amongst the best developed in the world, while the biographic and 

evolutionary relationships of the plants and animals with the biota of New Guinea provides 

important insights in to the evolutionary history of Australasia. The Peninsula contains some 

of Australiaôs highest concentrations of rare and threatened species as well as restricted 

endemics. It is also an important area for species richness, and is particularly rich for 

invertebrates, freshwater fish, mangroves, seagrass and orchids (CYPDRIS 2005). 

 

The Peninsula provides habitat for over 3000 recorded plant species and over 500 species of 

terrestrial vertebrates. The region's species diversity includes one quarter of Australia's frogs 

and reptiles, half of our birds, a third of the continent's mammals and nearly two thirds of 

Australiaôs known butterflies. The combination and extent of these features results in much of 

the Cape being of international conservation significance.The region also has cultural value of 

great significance to both Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities (NRM 2004). 

 

Apart from feral pigs, CYP is outstanding in the low incidence of problem feral animals and 

weeds, but it is very vulnerable to escalation of feral animal and weed impacts (Mackey et al. 

2001). 

 

The Shire and Community Council PMPs incorporated into this plan are Aurukun, Bamaga, 

Cook, Hope Vale, Injinoo, Kowanyama, Lockhart River, Mapoon, Napranum, New Mapoon, 

Pormpuraaw, Seisia, Umagico and Wujal Wujal (refer Map 2 for locations).  Carpentaria 

Shire, which has a small section of its area in the lower western part of CYP, were invited to 

contribute their PMP, but were not prepared to release a draft at the time this plan was 

developed.  Torres Shire did not have a specific PMP at the time of writing, however their 

interests are included as the Torres Shire land on CYP is part of the Injinoo Land Trust and 
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the Traditional Owners of this land have had input in identifying priorities for pest 

management in the area.  Torres Shire also has representation on the community based pest 

management advisory group for CYP.  

  

The CYPPMP applies to the CYP natural resource management region (Map 1).  This plan 

compliments the framework, and maintains the commitment to achieving the desired 

outcomes, of the Queensland Pest Animal and Queensland Weed Strategies 2002 ï 2006.  

 

1.1. Life Of The Plan:  The Life Of This Plan Is Five Years.   

 

This timeframe was set on the recommended period of 5-10 years given in the Australian 

Government Guidelines for Regional Plans.  As there is a requirement for full stakeholder 

consultation, and a lag time in obtaining approvals and funding, this plan would require at 

least a year to be put in place prior to being fully implemented. For that reason, it was decided 

an additional year beyond the minimum would be a realistic timeframe. Other timeframes 

identified in the new natural resource management arrangements include ómanagement action 

targetsô extending from 1-5 years, óresource condition targetsô 10-20 years and óaspiration 

targetsô 20-50 years. 

 

Map 1. Natural Resource Management Regional Boundaries showing the area known 

as Cape York Peninsula NRM Region 

 

 
 


